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EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the first issue of SunRAE 

 
Welcome to the inaugural edition of the Sunderland Reflective Action in Education (SunRAE) journal.  

This open access journal was the brainchild of the University of Sunderland’s International Initial Teacher 
Training team. The team, working with internationally based trainee teachers since 1999, had long 
discussed the fascinating insights into international practice that were shared through the formal 
assignments built into the master’s-level modules within the Postgraduate Certificate in Education 
programmes. They saw the great wealth of knowledge that the assessment process produced, but of 
course, this was private to the trainees and graduates. The team wanted a way to collate, curate and share 
work so that international teachers could learn from others around the world. The idea for the journal was 
born. The idea was that trainees and recent graduates could submit their work to the journal, experience a 
supportive and developmental review process and have their work published through the journal. 

In the 2021-2022 academic year, the team was awarded a Vice-Chancellor’s Teaching Fellowship for the 
SunRAE project. The initial project scope included a conference and an open access e-journal. Thanks to 
further internal funding it grew to include a podcast series, posters and TeachMeet videos at the 
conference, and in effect, the development of a community of practice around research and teaching in 
international schools from the perspective of those involved in international initial teacher training through 
the University of Sunderland. 

This first issue commemorates the first conference, held in June 2022 and acts as conference proceedings 
as well as an archive of the event. Where material is accessible online, it provides hyperlinks. 

We hope that you enjoy exploring SunRAE and all it has to offer.  

Dr Elizabeth Hidson 
On behalf of the International Initial Teacher Training Team 
Faculty of Education and Society 
University of Sunderland 
Summer 2022 

SUNDERLAND REFLECTIVE ACTION IN EDUCATION (SunRAE) 
2022, VOL. 1, No. 1, p. 2  
https://ojs.sunderland.ac.uk/index.php/sunrae  



3 
 

CONTRIBUTION 

 

Conference Programme June 2022 

Time Live Sessions (all recorded) Pre-Recorded 
Sessions and Links 

10:00 

WELCOME 
Part 1 video – 10am to Noon 
10:00 Opening session with Dr Elizabeth Hidson – slides 
– Welcome video from Sir David Bell, Vice-Chancellor 
– LIVE launch of the SUNRAE podcast 
– LIVE review of podcast episodes 1-7 
– LIVE launch of newsletter issue 2 
– 10:30 LIVE Shanghai Participatory Action Research presentation 
– slides 

– Welcome videos 
– Podcast season 1 
launch 
on Anchor.fm. 
– Newsletter 
launch – issue 2 

11:00 LIVE keynote speaker – Dr Colin Forster, co-author of ‘Action Research 
for Student Teachers’, plus time for Q&A – slides 

 

11:45 Break  

12:00 

LIVE presentations 
Part 2 video – Noon to 2pm 
12:00 LIVE keynote from Greg Macur, alumnus, PPT and author of 
‘Teaching English: A Practitioner’s Guide’ plus time for Q&A – slides 
12:30 Employability presentation – Mark Hughes 

– Pre-prepared 
material 

13:00 
LIVE Assessment-Only Route to QTS presentation – Ian Elliott – slides 
LIVE Review of posters 
LIVE TeachMeet 

– Uploaded posters 
– Uploaded 
TeachMeet video 

13:45 Break  

14:00 

LIVE launch of the SUNRAE journal 
Part 3 video – 2pm to close 
‘Writing for the Journal’ workshop with Dr Elizabeth Hidson – Call for 
papers 

– SunRAE journal 

14:30 Awards, thanks and conference close   
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https://sunderland.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=bcfae312-1be8-4fcf-a7ba-aead00e5bbec
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2022/06/SunRAE-welcome-EH.pdf
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2022/06/EFS-Presentation-SHHWS.pdf
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/conference-videos/
https://anchor.fm/sunrae
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/pgce-newsletters/
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/pgce-newsletters/
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2022/06/Dr-C-Forster-SUNRAE-June-2022.pdf
https://sunderland.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=611740cf-ca5b-44db-8ef0-aead00ec118c
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2022/06/Improving-Your-Online-Practice-Gregory-Macur.pdf
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/conference-videos/
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/conference-videos/
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2022/06/SUNRAE-AOR-presentation.pdf
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/conference-posters/
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/conference-videos/#TeachMeet
https://wp.sunderland.ac.uk/sunrae/conference-videos/#TeachMeet
https://sunderland.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=611740cf-ca5b-44db-8ef0-aead00ec118c
https://app.box.com/file/960768669471?s=qxbudyk6eruj7lajtljrixd6vvyc7vzq
https://app.box.com/file/960768669471?s=qxbudyk6eruj7lajtljrixd6vvyc7vzq
https://ojs.sunderland.ac.uk/index.php/sunrae


4 
 

ABSTRACTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

Action research for new teachers 
Dr Colin Forster 
This session provides an overview of action research for new teachers, as well as sharing the outcomes of 
a piece of research undertaken with trainee teachers to understand the way they used questioning in 
their practice.  

Improving your online practice 
Gregory Macur 
This session looks at research undertaken to understand teachers’ perceptions of their online teaching 
experiences as well as sharing research-informed approaches to teaching children online. 

English for Science 
Bob Stanley and Nicole Wong 
English language is currently the most important language in the world and English is used as the 
international language of science. The requirement of English is absolute when taking the IGCSE courses. 
Science subject competency alone is not enough. Learners must be able to master and communicate their 
scientific capability through reading, listening, writing, and speaking in English. Currently, there is a 
considerable portion of grade 9 Shanghai Hongwen high school science learners with limited proficiency in 
English. This presentation reports on a participatory action research project designed to help Chinese 
learners that are weak in English reduce their obstacles when they are learning science in IGCSE courses 
by developing EFS teaching tools that consist of three vocabulary booklets (Biology Chemistry and Physics) 
and one EFS exercise booklet. 

ASSESSMENT ONLY ROUTE TO QTS 
Ian Elliott 
This session focuses on the assessment-only route to Qualified Teacher Status, a common route for PGCE 
graduates wishing to gain a world-recognised accreditation commonly thought of as the English teaching 
licensure.  

Employability presentation  
Mark Hughes 
This session looks at career journeys for PGCE graduates, including job searching, applying for roles and 
interviews. 

The Wider Pedagogical Roles of Teaching Assistants 
Dr Les Burns 
This session looks at wider pedagogical roles of teaching assistants in UK schools and their importance in 
other areas of development as well as cognitive, which is the focus of the majority of research done 
looking at the role of teaching assistants.  

TeachMeet session: Jenny Wright shares insights into teaching reading skills in a Year 1 Shanghai primary 
school. 

TeachMeet session: Nathalie Dela Rosa shares her work on the RIOS (Read, Imagine, Operation, Solve) 
method – a world problem solving strategy she developed during her PGCE teaching experience. 

Harnessing opportunities for professional development with educational technologies 
Dr Elizabeth Hidson 
This session looks at educational technology for professional development and focuses on three key areas: 
communities of practice, technologies for reflective practice and micro-learning opportunities. 
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